
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]                                   Subject: Traffic, December 2016 
Sent: January-25-17 4:39 PM 
To: Frank Frketich; Paul Ryan; Jo Mrozewski; David Maude; Kim Barton-Bridges; Tony Law; Ernest Hall; John Hodgkins; 
Bill Cripps; Keith Rush; Jakob Knaus; Joyce Clegg; Diana Mumford 
 

FACChairs - 

Short line: System traffic down, though only slightly, from last December due to seriously disgusting weather.  -0.7% for 

passengers, -0.6% for vehicles.  See graphs 1 and 2. 

In fact, it was an odd traffic month.  Several routes were down 3% to 4%, with a few off as much as 6% and 7%, as might 
be expected, given the weather.  Then there were the contrarians . . . 
-  Rte 30, Tsawwassen - Duke Point, up 10%/12%, vehicles/passengers 
-  Rte 10, Port Hardy - Prince Rupert, up 29%/24% 
-  Rte 12, Brentwood - Mill Bay, up 24%/30%, (winter accidents on the Malahat?) 
-  Rte 21, Buckley Bay - Denman Island, up 5%/5% 
-  Rte 21, Denman Island - Hornby Island, up 6%/4% (allure of the cable ferry?) 
 

The Hornby increase accounted for some, but not all, of the Denman bump.  In fact, those two routes have shown a 

consistent above average increase all year.  Frank, any ideas? 

December system traffic, looking back, shows traffic growth of the past two Decembers levelling off this December. 

Graph 3.   The surprise, if there is one, is that traffic levels managed to do as well as they did, considering how much 

worse the weather was in 2016. 

Graph 4 illustrates a similar pattern for Minor Route December traffic.  It should be noted, however, that there remains 

a lot bigger gap to recover to 2009 levels for the Minors compared to the System. 

The 13-month system traffic look, graph 5, confirms what the other graphs have suggested, that December bucked the 

otherwise generally consistent trend of year-over-year traffic increases.  Weather matters! 

Graph 6, illustrates the ongoing rock and roll traffic numbers for the two North and Central Coast routes.  The jump this 

December is largely the result of the rocket-fuelled Rte 10 lift.  Reasons?  Anybody's guess. 

The message from graphs 7 and 8, traffic recovery has made a good start, but has a long way to go to be where it could 

have been, should have been, in the absence of the ideologically flavoured, more-user-pay fare regime imposed in 2004. 

Peek into the future . . .   
- January traffic likely to see traffic suppression as a result of severe weather, similar to December 
- February will miss the extra leap year day of last February with resulting traffic impact 
- March will be missing the Easter long weekend that last March enjoyed. Traffic will be hit accordingly. 
Likely FY2017 traffic outcome, vehicle traffic growth between 3.5% and 4%. Passenger traffic growth: 2.5% to 3%. 

News today announced BC tourism had a record year, 2016 up 12.2% over 2015. This was a significant driver of the ferry 

traffic bonanza.  It remains to be seen if tourism will sustain or increase beyond this year's level for the coming year.   

Not too  hard to predict . . . just have to foresee the weather, the economy, fuel prices, the value of the C$ and the 

Trump effect. Piece of cake. 

Question, comments, whatever, feel free to share. 

Brian 
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